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Search committees have determined the 
top candidates for the School of Fine Arts 
and School of Law deans and will soon be 
presenting reports on all contenders to Pro-
vost Royce Engstrom, who has the final say 
in hiring. 
Each of the candidates in the running has 
made a trip to the UM campus over the past 
five weeks to be interviewed by the search 
committees and to make presentations to the 
public. 
The final candidate for dean of the 
School of Law came last week. Since then, 
the search committee has met with students, 
staff and community members to review the 
large number of written comments it has re-
ceived, according to Perry Brown, chair of 
the School of Law dean search committee. 
Brown said the committee is now ready to 
meet with Engstrom to discuss each of the 
candidates. He said that while having a new 
dean in place by July 1 is ideal, a decision 
would be made no later than the beginning 
of next fall semester. 
Brown said that when he interviews po-
tential deans he looks for someone with a 
vision for the school or department he or she 
would be taking over and the ability to act 
on it. He also wants someone who engages 
students and staff.
“You look for someone who can model 
the good about education,” he said.  
E. Edwin Eck, current dean of the law 
school, has announced that he would resign 
this summer from his position, which he’s 
held since 1995. There are five candidates 
for dean of the School of Law:
—Greg Murphy, a UM alumnus and at-
Starting this morning, three 
teams of executive candidates for 
ASUM will vie for the two posi-
tions on the general election bal-
lot in a primary that will end at 
8 p.m.  
At the same time, the Montana 
Public Interest Research Group, 
a student-run political action or-
ganization, looks to overrule the 
ASUM Senate through a petition 
to get a referendum for its own 
activity fee on the general elec-
tion ballot.
To vote in the primary, students 
need to log onto their Cyberbear 
accounts and click on the ASUM 
election button. The president/
vice president teams are: Matt 
Fennell and Emily May, Whitney 
Sjostrom and Eric Fulton, and 
Daniel Zolnikov and Tara Haupt. 
Fennell, Sjostrom and Zolnikov 
are the candidates for president.
The two-day general election 
will be held on April 29 and 30, 
beginning at midnight on the 
night of the April 29. Students 
also use Cyberbear to vote in the 
general election.
The general election has 31 
students competing for the 20 
senate seats, two contenders for 
business manager and three bal-
lot measures, with the possibil-
ity of a fourth asking students if 
they want to approve an optional 
$5 donation for the organization 
MontPIRG in their semester’s 
campus activity fees.
The ASUM Senate decides 
which fees it places on the bal-
lot for referendum; it approved 
the inclusion of a $2 per semes-
ter fee increase for the Montana 
Kaimin, a $3.50 increase for 
ASUM Transportation and a $4 
Revolving Energy Loan Fund 
fee. The Revolving Energy Loan 
Fund would help pay for energy 
conservation projects on campus. 
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HELENA — The Montana 
Senate managed to pass a bill to 
spend nearly $880 million of fed-
eral stimulus money despite par-
tisan discord over education and 
children’s health care money. The 
vote was 27–23.
The GOP-controlled Senate 
made few amendments to House 
Bill 645, the stimulus bill. Demo-
crats attempted to increase educa-
tion spending and to fully expand 
the Healthy Montana Kids Plan, 
but each amendment died on party 
lines.
“I feel that this money that 
we’re talking about now has been 
misused,” said Senate Minority 
Leader Carol Williams, D-Mis-
soula. 
Williams said Republicans used 
their majority power to change the 
intent of the stimulus funds by di-
verting them away from education 
and health insurance for the poor.
Democrats tried to pass an 
amendment that would make an 
amount equivalent to the one-time-
only funds being used to backfill 
secondary education a permanent 
part of their funding base. The 
original proposal was to fund edu-
cation at a 3 percent base increase 
and a 3 percent increase paid per 
student. Republicans on the Sen-
ate budgeting committee changed 
the percentages to 1 percent and 1 
percent increases funded by state 
money, using stimulus money to 
make up the difference. 
“I’m certain during every one 
of your campaigns everyone said 
education comes first,” said Sen. 
David Wanzenried, D-Missoula. 
“My question is, does it really?”
Other Democrats expressed 
concern that, in two years when the 
federal dollars are gone, schools 
will have to lay off employees be-
cause they will only have a 1 per-
cent increase guaranteed. But Re-
publicans said schools are at equal 
risk with every other state agency 
to lose funding during a recession.
“If things get better, the gov-
ernor can certainly propose to ex-
pand the budget next time,” said 
Sen. John Esp, R-Big Timber. 
“If things don’t get better, then 
schools will be on notice as Sen. 
Wanzenried said.”
The amendment failed, 22–28.
Other failed amendments in-
cluded a full expansion for the 
Healthy Montana Kids Plan and 
$7 million for higher education.
Wanzenried said the bill was 
not ready to leave the Senate and 
go back to the House for approval 
because details were still emerging 
about funding errors and money 
availability.
“This is not a common sense 
approach to this, and to spend $1.3 
billion without more deliberation 
is irresponsible,” Wanzenried said, 
taking into account the additional 
$575 million Montanans will 
Federal stimulus bill heads back 
to state House with amendments
Molly Priddy
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Vote in ASUM primary 
executive election today
See PRIMARY, page 12
The final candidate for Dean of the College of Visual and Performing Arts, Stephen Kalm, gives a presentation Tuesday afternoon. Kalm has been a profes-
sor at UM for about 14 years, as well as being the interim dean since the previous dean retired. 
Alisia Muhlestein/Montana Kaimin
Candidates for Law and Fine Arts deans include UM alum
torney and shareholder since 1984 with the 
Montana law firm Moulton Bellingham P.C. 
in Billings;
—Elizabeth Reilly, a faculty member and 
administrator at the Akron School of Law 
since 1984.
—Irma Russell, a National Energy-Envi-
ronment Law and Policy Institute professor 
at the University of Tulsa College of Law;
—Jack Bogdanski, a faculty member at 
Lewis and Clark Law School who is consid-
ered a leading scholar in the field of taxation;
—Loren Prescott, who was appointed 
last May to lead an effort to establish a law 
school at Wilkes University in Pennsylva-
nia.
“We had a strong slate of candidates with 
See DEAN, page 12
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Editorial
Alternative energy stall 
begs the true meaning  
of “change”
Last summer, where gas prices hovered around $5 a gallon in 
Bellingham, Wash., I interned for the town’s local newspaper, The 
Bellingham Herald. I designed the Business and Local fronts and, 
as a result, I read an awful lot of stories about alternative forms of 
energy. 
Gas prices hit record levels last summer, and the demand for re-
newable and alternative forms of energy infiltrated nearly every as-
pect of life.
Car dealerships stocked more (and sold out of) hybrid and electric 
cars. Local law enforcement saw the number of bicyclists increase 
drastically. Congress debated offshore drilling. I even remember one 
story about a man in Western Washington who got pulled over for 
driving 45 miles per hour on the interstate. He was attempting to 
save gas by keeping his engine below a certain speed — genius idea, 
except the money he saved by driving 45 miles per hour probably 
went toward his subsequent ticket.
And here at The University of Montana, a fall 2009 energy con-
servation initiative required all university vehicles to be driven at 65 
miles per hour or less to conserve energy.
But then, all of a sudden, the furor over alternative energy died 
down. Why?
Because gas prices decreased to a more affordable level. It’s logi-
cal that the two went hand-in-hand — an increase in one led to an 
outcry for an increase in the other, and a decrease in one led to a 
non-existent counterpart — but the American public continues to 
disappoint me in our (stagnant) quest for alternative energy.
For once, I’m pointing my finger at all Americans, not just politi-
cians, as the source of the problem.
It was because of the high gas prices that American citizens de-
manded solutions from Congress. But now that the pressure is off 
Congress, our representatives don’t have to promote alternative en-
ergy. 
Before, congressional reelections and reputations were at stake. 
Now, because they’re no longer being held accountable for “change,” 
they’re going to continue along the same oil-gobbling path we’ve 
been on for too long.
I thought Americans figured out that we must decrease our depen-
dence on oil now to save future generations the headache of dealing 
with environmental issues when it will be too late to solve them. 
But apparently, we only cared about alternative energy when ev-
eryone else was in the same boat as we were. 
If we truly supported the quest for alternative forms of energy 
last summer, we should continue every day to urge our congressmen 
and women to support alternative energy and energy conservation. 
Obama campaigned on a platform of “change,” but all I’ve seen 
from his presidency is an affirmation of our current predicament. 
By giving money to companies like General Motors, Obama under-
mines the fact that it’s those companies that most need to realize the 
potential in “change.”
Virginia Cleaveland, news editor
virginia.cleaveland@umontana.edu 
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S c ot l a n d
With Mike Gerrity
With two weeks wiped off 
the face of my class schedule 
thanks to my school’s liberal dis-
tribution of spring break time, I 
figured it was about time I took 
advantage of Europe’s greatest 
new friend to the student nomad: 
budget airlines.
First stop: Prague.
However, one must always 
be wary of goods and services 
hawked at a “budget price.” I 
was made well aware of this 
when I found out that the shoe-
laces I bought for 5 pence at a 
one pound store barely reached 
past my toes, or when one of the 
engines failed on my plane and 
the plane almost veered off the 
runway. True story.
Aside from affirming my 
crippling phobia of flying, tour-
ing Prague provided a nice way 
to get acquainted with Eastern 
Europe’s history via the Com-
munist Museum in the city cen-
ter.
It was also an opportunity to 
become re-acquainted with irony, 
as the Communist Museum is lo-
cated right above a McDonald’s.
It wasn’t until 1993 that 
Prague was no longer subject 
to the former Soviet Union’s 
influence and control. While in 
the museum, I meandered past 
old propaganda posters glorify-
ing the workers and vilifying 
American capitalists, eerie tu-
torial photographs of an eye-
lash-batting damsel flashing a 
cheerful smile as she tried on 
her anti-chemical attack suit 
and gas mask.
In a dark room near the back, 
a lonely television glowed for 
viewers coming and going from 
the other exhibits. Images of 
policemen lining the streets and 
furiously beating unarmed and 
non-hostile student protestors 
drew a gasp from at least one 
person in the room. 
This all happened 20 years 
ago in the street outside the mu-
seum, when Communist censor-
ship and surveillance was still a 
cold reality for the Czechs. Now, 
relics of that old world sit on dis-
play in a tiny museum overlook-
ing the bustling shopping street 
of Na prikope.
Postcards advertising for the 
museum broadcast their own 
cynical loathing of their oppres-
sive past, with tag-lines such as, 
“You couldn’t get your laundry 
detergent but you could get your 
brain washed.”
Another postcard struck too 
close to home. It read “Paranoia. 
Propaganda. Military Invasions. 
No, it’s not George W’s Ameri-
ca.” 
Good thing that’s all over 
with. Had I paid a visit last year, 
the awkwardness of the situation 
might have been fatal.
Trudging up the road away 
from the river Vltava and the 
weather-beaten black statues lin-
ing Charles Bridge, a bouquet of 
flowers laying in front of a stone 
wall pock-marked with bullet-
holes caught my eye.
The bullets had been meant 
for two fleeing members of the 
exiled Czech Army during the 
Nazi occupation of Czechoslo-
vakia. The two had successfully 
assassinated a top SS leader, 
Reinhard Heydrich, better 
known to some as “the Butcher 
of Prague,” by pitching an anti-
tank grenade into his drop-top 
Mercedes Benz.
Ultimately, after hiding in a 
safe house for several weeks, 
the paratrooper assassins were 
given up to the SS by one of 
their own allies for a million 
Reichsmarks.
The bullet-pocked wall be-
longs to a church where the 
two assassins hid out. Eventu-
ally, the two took their own 
lives there before the roughly 
700 Nazi soldiers who engaged 
them from the outside could 
capture them.
After two trips into Czech his-
tory, I decided I needed to see 
something a little less heavy. I 
headed toward Prague’s Astro-
nomical Clock, which essentially 
is a gigantic, extremely old cuck-
oo clock.
Around the face of the clock, 
heads are seen peering out of lit-
tle windows, while on the bottom 
right, a skeleton strikes the time 
upon the hour.
When I was told to avoid 
pickpocket zones, I was warned 
specifically about Charles Bridge 
and this clock. Specifically I was 
warned that, traditionally, while 
tourists are all staring upwards at 
the moving figures of the clock 
on each hour, pickpockets comb 
through the awestruck crowd. 
Looking around at the dumb-
founded faces around me, I could 
see how this would be a success-
ful picking ground.
After flying back to the U.K., 
I kicked off my shoes and head-
ed straight for bed to grab what 
sleep I could. I realized that by 
that time tomorrow I would be in 
France.
michael.gerrity@umontana.edu
Proletariat tourist views Prague
The Kaimin invites 
letters to the editor 
 and guest columns.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer, and 
columns should be about 700 words. Please 
e-mail both to opinion@montanakaimin.com, or drop them off  in 
Don Anderson Hall 208. Make sure to include a phone number.
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Clarity on the MontPIRG fee
Last Wednesday night, ASUM 
almost unanimously voted down 
MontPIRG’s proposal for a re-
fundable student fee. Because we 
collected petitions from far more 
than the 5% of the student body 
as required by ASUM’s bylaws, 
our question to the students will 
still be in the April 29-30 Cyber-
bear elections. As a member of the 
MontPIRG board, I was extremely 
d i s a p p o i n t e d , 
and somewhat 
angered by their 
decision.
Over the last 
couple of days I 
have had time to 
think and discuss with some of the 
senators their reasoning for voting 
down the fee. I have concluded 
that most senators realize that 
MontPIRG, together with ASUM, 
gives the students a louder voice 
on issues they care about. The 
problem seems to lie in misunder-
standings about our organization 
and with the resolution. I would 
like to clarify these issues.
Many legal issues concerning 
viewpoint neutrality have been 
brought up. Viewpoint neutrality 
means that when a government 
organization, like this school, de-
cides to allow expressive activi-
ties, it may not exclude anyone. 
Because we are a nonpartisan, 
open group, we are not asking for a 
mandatory fee, and because we are 
not collecting it from the Universi-
ty, these issues have been avoided.
Next, people are concerned 
about how we’ll spend this mon-
ey. The MontPIRG board decides 
how the money will be spent, but 
it must be spent under these guide-
lines: We follow all laws of the 
land (including ASUM’s and the 
University’s), we do not give mon-
ey to any other groups, it must be 
spent in the students’ interest and 
our student members shall receive 
no compensation. We spend our 
money hiring trained organizers and 
activists that work 
on the student’s 
behalf and on our 
operating costs.
Finally, it has 
been argued that 
ASUM already 
fills MontPIRG’s niche. ASUM 
does do a lot of great work on 
many of the issues we also work 
on, but we go about it in a differ-
ent way. MontPIRG is run by it’s 
members, so it is able to work on 
issues that don’t have to be voted 
on. We are able to act fast on issues 
that might be personal to just one 
person. Furthermore, we would be 
funded by a refundable fee, rather 
than a mandatory fee as ASUM is, 
so if students do not agree with 
us they don’t have to pay it. This 
makes sure we work on issues stu-
dents care about.
I hope I have clarified some of 
these issues and would encourage 
anyone to stop by Corbin 360 to 
talk to us.
Jared Trilling
Resource Conservation
MontPIRG Board Member
Letters to 
the Editor
They’ve been called “the child 
pornographers next door.” Who 
are these dangerous perverts? Are 
they, as the name suggests, seem-
ingly normal adults who assault 
little children and document it on 
film?
Well, not exactly. This new 
breed of “child pornographers” 
includes high-school students like 
Marissa Miller and Grace Kelly, 
who took waist-up pictures of 
themselves in bras and sent them 
to classmates. A county prosecu-
tor — who apparently has nothing 
better to do than ogle underwear-
clad teens — decided the pictures 
were”provocative” and threatened 
the girls with felony child pornog-
raphy charges.
According to columnist Ash-
leigh Banfield, prosecution is ap-
propriate because “unless girls and 
boys live in fear ... there is little 
left to help them digitally police 
themselves (and) preserve their 
integrity.”
We have a term for this kind 
of fanatical overreaction: moral 
panic. While teen “sexters” might 
be naïve, it’s hard for anyone with 
common sense to consider them 
pornographers. And it takes a spe-
cial type of zealot to consider them 
sex criminals.
Unfortunately, the moral panic 
over “sexting” is part of a dis-
turbing trend. All over America, 
out-of-control prosecutors and 
politicians are making felons out 
of teens who engage in harmless 
experimentation.
In Kansas, Attorney General 
Phil Kline ordered all doctors, 
social workers and school per-
sonnel to report any sexual activ-
ity between teens under 16. Kline 
defined “sexual activity” as “any 
lewd fondling or touching of the 
person of either the child or the of-
fender.”
What does this mean?
“If a 15-year-old touches a 
13-year-old, touches their breasts, 
they are now guilty of a crime,” 
public defender Chris Phillis told 
ABC’s John Stossel last year. In 
other words, junior high makeout 
sessions are now breeding grounds 
for felonies.
Once convicted, these teens 
become lifelong registered sex 
offenders. In most states, they’ll 
be unable to live near a school or 
park, work with children, move 
without notifying the police or find 
a decent job.
“They can’t go anywhere chil-
dren frequent. So that’s McDon-
ald’s, that’s Jack in the Box,” 
Phillis said. “Children have actu-
ally been told if you go to a movie 
and another child walks in ... then 
you’re to get up and leave.”
And don’t think these extreme 
laws go unenforced. In Oregon, 
seventh graders Cory Mashburn 
and Ryan Cornelison spent six 
days in jail before being charged 
with five counts of felony sex 
abuse. Their crime? Slapping a 
few female classmates on the butt. 
(The girls told police it was part of 
a mutual game called “Slap Butt 
Day.”)
Frank Rodriguez was arrest-
ed at age 19 for having consen-
sual sexual contact with his then 
15-year-old girlfriend, whom he 
later married. Although the girl in-
sisted she hadn’t been victimized 
and tried to get police to drop the 
charges, Rodriguez is now a con-
victed felon. His name appears on 
a sex offender registry alongside 
those of child rapists and murder-
ers.
“They literally just break you 
down to nothing,” Rodriguez told 
ABC. “They tell me I can’t do this, 
I can’t do this, you know. It gets 
real bad.”
Now the fanatics have now set 
their sights on teenage “sexters.” 
While no one believes that teens 
taking nude snapshots is a good 
thing, teaching sexual morals has 
always been the job of parents, 
not police. This is the first time 
in American history that teen 
sexual experimentation has been 
considered a law enforcement is-
sue.
And, unfortunately, we’re will-
ing to ruin perfectly normal kids’ 
lives to quell a few adults’ moral 
hysteria.
U-Wire By Ashley Herzog, Ohio University
Moral panic from ‘sexting’ ruins young, innocent lives
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The chairman of the board for 
Intel Corporation is scheduled to 
speak at The University of Mon-
tana’s commencement ceremonies 
in May.
Craig Barrett, a Stanford 
graduate and later an engineering 
professor who has worked at In-
tel since 1974, will speak at two 
commencement ceremonies held 
in the Adams Center on May 16. 
The first is slated for 9:30 a.m. 
for graduates of the College of 
Arts and Sciences and the Col-
lege of Technology. The second 
is scheduled for 2 p.m. for the 
professional Schools of Busi-
ness Administration, Fine Arts, 
Journalism and Education, the 
College of Forestry and Conser-
vation and the College of Health 
Professions and Biomedical Sci-
ences. 
In an e-mail, Barrett said that 
at the commencement he plans 
to talk about how competition in 
the 21st century will be driven 
by smart people, smart ideas and 
an environment that allows for in-
vestment in innovative ideas.
“On the individual level, we 
must commit to continued learn-
ing, hard work and, perhaps most 
importantly, doing what we love. 
Only in that fashion can we lead a 
productive life and leave a legacy 
for our children,” he said. 
Barrett was asked to speak at 
UM’s commencement after the 
president’s office got word that 
Barrett and his wife, Barbara, 
would be coming to campus next 
October to receive the Pioneer 
in Industry Award, according 
to business professor Jeff Shay. 
The award is presented by UM’s 
School of Business Administra-
tion and the Montana Academy 
of Distinguished Entrepreneurs. 
This will be the fifth year it’s 
presented, with past recipients 
including Warren Miller and Liz 
Claiborne.
Shay said the award goes to 
world-class entrepreneurs who 
have given back to the community 
in which they live and work after 
they’ve been successful.
“Craig is really phenomenal 
and has done all kinds of amazing 
things,” Shay said. 
Barrett has focused much of 
his attention on education. He 
has advocated for stronger math, 
science and technology educa-
tion in schools, testifying in 
front of Congress and advising 
the president.  
“Education is important as 
it provides the basis for adding 
value to whatever we do  — only 
by adding value, doing something 
that someone with a lesser educa-
tion and associated skill set cannot 
match, can we justify a high stan-
dard of living,” he said. 
Shay said Barbara has also 
done a number of notable things, 
including teaching entrepreneur-
ship to women in Afghanistan 
and serving as U.S. ambassador 
to Finland from May 2008 to 
January 2009. 
The president’s office asked 
the School of Business for con-
tact information to invite Barrett 
to deliver the commencement ad-
dresses. The university was con-
nected to Barrett with help from 
Ken Thurbach, chairman of the 
board for Alpine Log Homes. 
Thurbach could not be reached for 
comment. 
“U of M is a nationally-ranked 
university with a rich history,” 
Barrett said. 
Barrett and his wife have a 
guest ranch and cattle operation 
south of Darby and because of 
that, they have a natural associa-
tion with Montana and UM, Bar-
rett said.
Executive vice president Jim 
Foley said the university has not 
discussed how much it is pay-
ing to bring Barrett to campus, 
although UM normally pays for 
accommodations, such as ho-
tel rooms. Foley said that in his 
three years here the commence-
ment speakers, including Gov. 
Brian Schweitzer, have basically 
paid for themselves. 
allison.maier@umontana.edu
Commencement to 
feature Intel chairman
Allison Maier
Montana KaiMin
STOCKTON, Calif. — A wom-
an kidnapped, raped and murdered 
an 8-year-old girl and stuffed 
her body in a suitcase that was 
dumped in a pond just a few miles 
from home, prosecutors alleged 
Tuesday.
Melissa Huckaby, 28, was 
charged with murdering her 
daughter’s playmate, Sandra Can-
tu, in a gruesome crime that has 
shocked and terrified residents of 
Tracy, a Northern California city 
of about 78,000, 60 miles east of 
San Francisco.
Huckaby, who volunteered as 
a Sunday school teacher at her 
grandfather’s Clover Road Bap-
tist Church in Tracy, appeared in a 
San Joaquin County courtroom for 
her arraignment in a red jumpsuit 
and shackles. She trembled and 
cried as a judge read the charge: 
one count of murder with the spe-
cial circumstances of rape with a 
foreign object, lewd or lascivious 
conduct with a child under 14 and 
murder in the course of a kidnap-
ping.
The special circumstances 
mean Huckaby, if convicted, could 
face the death penalty or life in 
prison without the possibility of 
parole. District Attorney James 
Willett said Tuesday he has not 
decided whether to seek the death 
penalty.
During Tuesday’s hearing, 
which lasted several minutes, 
public defender Ellen Schwar-
zenberg asked Judge Richard A. 
Vlavianos for a gag order in the 
case. Vlavianos said that ques-
tion would be answered by his 
colleague, Judge Terrence Van 
Oss, who would be presiding 
over future hearings.
Vlavianos ordered Huckaby 
to return to court April 24, when 
she’s expected to enter a plea.
Family members of the defen-
dant and victim filed quietly into 
and out of the courtroom Tuesday, 
declining to speak with reporters. 
Many cried softly during the hear-
ing and became especially emo-
tional when the rape allegation 
was read.
Sandra disappeared March 27, 
last seen on surveillance camera 
video skipping outside the Or-
chard Estates Mobile Home Park 
where she lived just five doors 
from Huckaby.
A 10-day search by law en-
forcement and the community 
ended April 6, when farmworkers 
draining an irrigation pond a few 
miles away from the mobile home 
complex found the suitcase con-
taining Sandra’s body.
Police have said Sandra was 
found wearing the same clothes 
she had on when she was last seen: 
a pink “Hello Kitty” T-shirt and 
black leggings.
They have not said how, why 
or where she was killed, and the 
coroner’s office has said autopsy 
results are pending.
A criminal complaint said the 
murder occurred “on or about” 
March 27 but gave no other de-
tails.
Huckaby was arrested Friday, 
hours after she told a Tracy Press 
reporter that the suitcase was hers 
but it had been stolen the day San-
dra went missing.
In the days after Sandra’s 
body was found, police searched 
Clover Road Baptist Church, 
interviewed Huckaby’s grand-
father, Pastor Clifford Lawless, 
and took items from the family’s 
home. Huckaby lived with her 
grandparents.
She grew up in Southern Cali-
fornia and bounced back and forth 
between Tracy and Orange County 
after high school, said her fam-
ily, who described her as a lov-
ing mother with a strong religious 
background.
Relatives visited Huckaby late 
Monday at the San Joaquin Coun-
ty Jail, where she was being held 
without bail.
“We’re in shock,” said Brian 
Lawless, Huckaby’s father. “The 
young lady I see on film, that’s not 
my daughter,” he said, referring to 
images of her broadcast on televi-
sion.
Lawless said the family cried 
and prayed together during the 
visit.
The little girl’s family broke 
down in tears when they were told 
of the sexual assault allegations.
“I’m in shock. The whole thing 
is unimaginable,” Sandra’s aunt, 
Angie Chavez, said Monday.
The slaying had already aroused 
fear among parents in Tracy and 
particularly in the mobile home 
complex.
Mother murders daughter’s playmate
associated Press
IT IS HARD TO MISS REBECCA BRAN. Her athletic frame casts an imposing shadow at over six feet tall. She speaks with an Australian 
accent and rarely is without a tennis racket when walk-
ing across campus. Most probably do not forget seeing 
her, but it may seem like a more prevalent occurrence 
sometimes.
That is because Rebecca is not the only striking figure 
from down under at The University of Montana. Rebecca 
and her identical twin sister, Amanda, are both sopho-
mores on the UM women’s tennis team.  
“Some people say ‘My goodness, I’ve seen you so 
many times today, but something is different.’ And I am 
like, ‘You probably saw my sister,’” Rebecca laughed. 
Getting mixed up with one’s counterpart is nothing 
new for identical twins. The Brans are no different, but 
Amanda said that although they look like carbon copies 
of each other, their personalities are more like a ying-
yang.
“At the same time we look the same, but we are com-
pletely different people with completely different per-
sonalities. That’s one thing I think people don’t realize 
about twins. They balance each other out. They may act 
the same and do the same things, but they balance each 
other out at the same time.”
That balance has made the Bran sisters extremely 
close. When it came time to apply for college, the sisters, 
who hail from Melbourne, Austra-
lia, knew they wanted to continue 
playing tennis. But they also knew 
they did not want to go without 
each other.
Both twins were standouts in 
singles and doubles in Aus-
tralia, but Rebecca said options for continu-
ing playing tennis there are limited.
“In Australia, we don’t really have the college 
sports option,” Rebecca said. “You either go to univer-
sity and study or you go pro. That takes a lot of money 
and a lot of time. Here, we get to see America, we get 
to travel, we get to play tennis, we get an education. So 
this was pretty much all we could have hoped for.”
If Montana seems like it is half way around the world 
from Australia, that’s because it is. Melbourne and Mis-
soula are 16 hours apart. The Brans learned of UM by 
happenstance. A coach of the twins in Australia was 
friends with Montana men’s coach Kris Nord and told 
the Brans of Montana.
Jacksonville State and East Tennessee State were 
among the front-runners to land the Aussie duo. At the 
end of the day, stories of Missoula valley’s beauty were 
appealing and nostalgic at the same time. The sisters 
committed before ever visiting Missoula.
“When I first saw Montana, I was like ‘Wow, the 
mountains!’ because it is just so beautiful,” Amanda 
said. “Our parents are originally from Romania and our 
grandparents live in the country in the mountains. I 
love to live in the mountains here and then be 
minutes away from the beach when I go 
home.”
Rebecca, a business ma-
jor, agreed the mountain-
ous landscape was a main 
selling point, but also 
added that getting away 
from the city was very 
important. Melbourne 
has almost four million 
residents.
As with many twins who pursue athletics beyond the 
prep level, the Brans feel it has been very advantageous 
to have a person of perceivably equal abilities available 
at all times. They have shared a room their whole lives 
and continued to upon arrival at UM, as they share a 
dorm room in Turner Hall. Being in such proximity with 
a teammate makes it that much easier for the twins to get 
in extra practice.
“We are really competitive, so the ability to play with 
each other just pushes us more, makes us compete better 
and makes us stronger players,” said Amanda, an exer-
cise science major.
Before they were teammates, Rebecca said the sisters 
always competed with each other. If it were a tournament, 
matches pitting the two against each other were often-
times the most heated.
“When we were younger and we would get to the semi 
finals or the finals and have to play each other, I think we 
were even more competitive with each other than when 
we played other people,” Rebecca laughed.
If there is a definitive way to tell the Bran sisters 
apart, it may be by watching them on the tennis court. 
Both agree that Amanda is the stronger, more pow-
erful of the two, while Rebecca is more masterful 
with ball placement and shot spin. 
UM women’s coach Steve Ascher said there 
may be slight variation in the twins’ game, but 
both have more than enough power to dominate 
opponents. 
“The thing you notice right away about 
both of them is their athleticism,” Ascher 
said. “It’s hard to differentiate between the 
two because their games are so similar. 
They both are so powerful and they have 
been working really hard to temper their 
games because they are so strong.”
Ascher may not use tennis to tell 
the twins apart, but that may be 
because he is an old 
pro at finding little 
things to tell twins 
apart.
“It’s fun to have that 
twin dynamic,” Ascher said. 
“This is the fourth set of 
twins I have coached in col-
lege and each one has been a 
fun experience.”
Many believe that twins are more closely connected, 
both physiologically and spiritually, than other humans 
can even imagine. The Brans agree to a certain extent that 
they have a special connection that helps them commu-
nicate on a different level when they are playing doubles 
with each other. Balancing each other out goes beyond 
their personal lives and onto the court as well.
“Sometimes we will look at each other and not have to 
say anything,” Amanda said. “She will look at me and I 
will read her mind and will be like, ‘Yeah, yeah, I know 
what you mean.’ We play so well together — in doubles I 
am the power and she sticks to the smart, tactical play; so 
we balance each other out.”
Ascher said this cerebral communication benefits the 
Bran sisters, but in a roundabout sort of way also hurts 
them at times. He also sees the differences in their games 
as a product in their differences in personality.
“Amanda has a bubbly personality and Rebecca is 
more analytical,” said Ascher, who is in his first season 
at UM. “Sometimes (being twins is) a benefit, but other 
times it can go against them because they want to help 
each other out so much. Sometimes they just get im-
mersed in what’s going on with each other, so it’s got its 
pros and its cons. But they definitely have a feeling of 
where each other are on the court.”
Regardless of if they are on the tennis court or in their 
dorm, neither Bran sister said they would trade a thing 
for the daily mix-ups and the constant questions about 
being twins.
“We have each other when we are upset, when we are 
happy, when we want to have fun, when we want to play 
tennis,” Rebecca said. “Being twins, being able to play 
tennis together every day, it’s just so fun.”
colter.nuanez@umontana.edu
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   Double trouble from Down Under
Bran twins balance each other out 
on and off the court
Story by 
Colter Nuanez
Photo Illustrations by 
Blaine Dunkley
Amanda Bran
Rebecca Bran
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Editor’s note: Team Kaimin 
had it’s first win of the season, 
a resounding 18–5 victory over 
Team Rugby at Dornblaser Field. 
TK received a strong effort from 
the sports team again, with report-
ers Tyson Alger nailing two hom-
ers and Colter Nuanez chipping in 
one of his own. And Kaimin editor 
Bill Oram wasn’t to be outdone, 
slamming his second homerun of 
the season. Chicka-Cherry-Cola 
better watch out for us next week.
With the recent playoff Mas-
ter’s win by Argentine Angel 
Cabrera, the golf world is abuzz. 
What sort of global impact will 
this international champion have 
on the sport of golf? Will this bur-
ly Argentine popularize golf in his 
home country? 
A recent article in the New 
York Times said that Argentina 
is “ripe for golf expansion.” The 
article noted the Asian Amateur 
Championship as the Master’s 
primary international focus right 
now. But with a different kind of 
foreigner sporting the green jack-
et, it has golf licking its chops at 
other possible international pros-
pects. 
But it will take more than a 
man with an accent to popular-
ize golf in new countries. Here’s 
an idea about how to give golf a 
more global reach. Make it fun. 
Professional golf takes the 
cake for the single most boring 
professional sport on television. 
It even beats out the infinitely 
long professional baseball season 
for biggest snore-fest. A Scrabble 
tournament on late-night ESPN2 
packs more action into its time 
slots than the mind-numbing mo-
notony of a pro-golf event. 
What golf really needs to boost 
its ratings in foreign lands are the 
entertaining personalities most 
professional sports have. Golf 
does have Tiger, but even he is 
subdued relative to most all other 
professional athletes. 
I want a Dennis Rodman, with 
ever-changing hair colors and a 
train-wreck personal life. I want 
a Terrell Owens, with his alleged 
suicide attempts and driveway 
crunches during TV interviews. 
I want a Manny Ramirez, with 
shaggy dreadlocks and a mind 
that forgets how many outs his 
team actually has. 
Even if fans abhor these types 
of spotlight hoarders, they can’t 
seem to take their eyes off of 
them. Their stupid antics always 
seem to make Sports Center. But 
at the very least, they give us 
something to bitch about. 
If the Master’s wants to snag 
more international attention in 
places like Argentina, try spicing 
up the sport a bit. Golf might have 
a long, storied tradition, but a few 
freak-show golfers couldn’t hurt. 
whitney.bermes@umontana.edu
By Whitney Bermes
Whit
Pro golf in need of a facelift
LOS ANGELES — Oscar 
De La Hoya called it quits in the 
ring Tuesday, ending a career in 
which he won 10 world titles in 
six divisions and became box-
ing’s most popular fighter.
He announced his decision 
at an outdoor plaza across the 
street from Staples Center, 
where a statue of the 36-year-
old Golden Boy stands.
“I’ve come to the conclu-
sion that it’s over,” the East 
Los Angeles native said before 
hundreds of fans, including co-
median George Lopez and Os-
car-nominated actor and former 
fighter Mickey Rourke. “It’s 
over inside the ring for me.”
De La Hoya retires four 
months after he was thoroughly 
beaten by Manny Pacquiao, 
his fourth loss in his last sev-
en fights. He has not defeated 
a formidable opponent since 
Fernando Vargas in 2002. Age 
and diminished skills led to 
losses in recent years to Felix 
Trinidad, Shane Mosley, Ber-
nard Hopkins and Floyd May-
weather Jr.
He won his last title in May 
2006, beating Ricardo May-
orga in six rounds for the WBC 
154-oound belt. He finished 
with a record of 39-6 and 30 
knockouts.
“This is the love of my life, 
boxing is my passion, boxing is 
what I was born to do,” De La 
Hoya said. “When I can’t do it 
anymore, when I can’t compete 
at the highest level, it’s not fair. 
It’s not fair to me, it’s not fair 
to the fans, it’s not fair to no-
body.”
De La Hoya transcended his 
sport, generating crossover ap-
peal among Latinos and whites. 
He was especially popular 
among women, who filled his 
news conferences and fights 
while screaming their approv-
al of the boxer blessed with a 
magnetic smile and movie-star 
looks.
De La Hoya said he based 
his decision on not wanting to 
let down his fans or himself. 
But he admitted he struggled to 
end things.
“Now I understand why ath-
letes have such a tough time re-
tiring from something that you 
feel so passionate about, from 
your sport that you’re always 
thinking you can try one more 
time,” he said.
“I can still train hard and 
I can still compete, but when 
you’re an athlete that has com-
peted on the highest level for a 
lot of years, it’s not fair. It’s not 
fair to step inside the ring and 
not give my best.”
Although the second half of 
his career wasn’t as successful, 
De La Hoya was a champ at the 
ticket window. 
BILLINGS — Ex-NFL player 
Travis Henry has signed a plea deal 
with prosecutors in which he ad-
mits to a single cocaine conspiracy 
charge in exchange for two other 
charges being dropped.
Henry, 30, of Frostproof, Fla., is 
scheduled to appear Thursday for a 
change of plea hearing in Billings. 
Under plea deal filed with the court 
Tuesday, he will admit to conspira-
cy to possess at least 11 pounds of 
cocaine with intent to distribute the 
drug.
If U.S. District Judge Richard 
Cebull accepts the plea, Henry fac-
es a mandatory minimum 10 years 
to life in prison, $4 million fine and 
at least five years of supervised re-
lease.
Henry and co-defendant James 
Mack, 29, of Bow Mar, Colo., were 
arrested in Denver in October, after 
authorities in Montana found six 
pounds of marijuana and about 6.6 
pounds of cocaine that the pair al-
legedly supplied.
In exchange for Henry’s guilty 
plea, authorities said they would 
drop two counts of cocaine distri-
bution that each carried another ten 
years minimum in prison.
Henry’s lawyer in Denver, Har-
vey Steinberg, did not immediately 
return a call from The Associated 
Press seeking comment.
Mack also has reached a plea 
deal with prosecutors, although 
details have not been revealed. His 
sentencing is set for April 23.
Henry was cut by the Denver 
Broncos in June after playing one 
season of a four-year, $22.5 million 
contract.
In the government’s offer of 
proof in his drug case, federal au-
thorities quote an informant who 
described Henry as the “money 
guy” in the cocaine conspiracy.
However, since his release from 
the Broncos, Henry appears to have 
tapped out his financial resources. 
In February, The Atlanta Journal-
Constitution reported that one of 
Henry’s attorneys asked a Georgia 
judge for a temporary cut in child 
support payments for one of Hen-
ry’s nine children.
Ex-Bronco to plead 
guilty in cocaine case
AssociAted Press
Oscar De La Hoya quits boxing at age 36
AssociAted Press
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MOMBASA, Kenya — Defi-
ant Somali pirates fired rocket-
propelled grenades and automatic 
weapons at another U.S. cargo ship 
on Tuesday but failed to hijack it, 
officials said, just days after Navy 
SEALs rescued an American hos-
tage after an earlier unsuccessful 
hijacking.
The brazen midday attack on 
the Liberty Sun in international 
waters off the African coast is fur-
ther evidence that Somali pirates 
were back to business as usual. Pi-
rates have seized four other ships 
with 60 hostages since sharpshoot-
ers killed three gunmen holding 
American freighter captain Rich-
ard Phillips. “No one can deter 
us,” one bandit boasted.
The Liberty Sun’s American 
crew was safe after pirates fired 
rocket-propelled grenades and 
automatic weapons at the vessel, 
its owner, Liberty Maritime Corp. 
said in a statement Tuesday night. 
There were no injuries but the ship 
sustained unspecified damage, the 
Lake Success, N.Y.-based com-
pany said.
A U.S. Navy destroyer, the USS 
Bainbridge, responded to the at-
tack but the pirates had departed 
by the time it arrived some six 
hours later, Navy Capt. Jack Han-
zlik said.
The Bainbridge is the same 
destroyer from which the snipers 
killed the three pirates holding 
Phillips captive aboard a drifting 
lifeboat for five days. The Bain-
bridge was carrying Phillips to Ke-
nya when it was called to respond 
to the attack on the Liberty Sun.
The Liberty Sun, with its crew 
of about 20 Americans, was carry-
ing humanitarian aid to Mombasa, 
Kenya, Hanzlik said. It continued 
on its way to Kenya after the at-
tack under Navy escort, the com-
pany said.
The brigands are grabbing 
more ships and hostages to show 
they would not be intimidated by 
President Barack Obama’s pledge 
to confront the high-seas bandits, 
according to a pirate based in the 
Somali coastal town of Harard-
here.
“Our latest hijackings are meant 
to show that no one can deter us 
from protecting our waters from 
the enemy because we believe in 
dying for our land,” Omar Dahir 
Idle told The Associated Press by 
telephone. “Our guns do not fire 
water. I am sure we will avenge.”
On Monday, Obama vowed to 
“halt the rise of piracy” without 
saying exactly how the U.S. and 
allies would do it.
The pirates have vowed ven-
geance for five colleagues slain by 
U.S. and French forces in two hos-
tage rescues since Friday.
The top U.S. military officer, 
Adm. Michael Mullen, said he 
takes the pirates’ threats seriously, 
but “we’re very well prepared to 
deal with anything like that.” Mul-
len, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, spoke on ABC’s “Good 
Morning America.”
Somali pirates attack another U.S. cargo ship using RPGs
AssociAted Press
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Freshman Henry Hawkins kickflips on his friend’s skateboard between Miller and Duniway Halls Tuesday 
afternoon. With the weather looking up, students are finally hitting the pavement with their skateboards, 
longboards, bikes and Rollerblades. 
Blaine Dunkley/Montana Kaimin
Spring is in the air
BILLINGS — A Montana pa-
leontologist whose discoveries 
brought widespread acclaim has 
pleaded guilty to a federal charge 
that he stole dinosaur fossils from 
federal land.
Nate Murphy’s work includes 
unearthing a mummified duckbill 
dubbed Leonardo, considered 
the best-preserved fossil in the 
world.
On Tuesday in U.S. District 
Court in Great Falls, Murphy 
pleaded guilty to taking more 
than a dozen fossilized dinosaur 
bones from U.S. Bureau of Land 
Management land near Malta 
without having a permit. He had 
pleaded guilty last month in state 
court to stealing a raptor fossil 
from private land and trying to 
cash in on molds from the bones.
Law enforcement officials 
and other paleontologists said 
the cases underscore the growing 
problem of fossil theft, which is 
driven by the increasingly high 
prices rare specimens bring on 
the open market.
More than 200 law enforce-
ment incidents involving fossils 
were tallied by the BLM over the 
last decade, federal officials say.
Murphy’s plea agreement in 
the federal case asks that his sen-
tence not include jail time. Sen-
tencing is set for July 9.
Following Tuesday’s hearing, 
U.S. Attorney Bill Mercer said 
he hoped the high-profile pros-
ecution would deter others from 
committing similar crimes.
“This particular prosecution 
hopefully will send a strong mes-
sage that if people do engage in 
that type of activity, there will be 
serious consequences in terms of 
legal action,” Mercer said.
Murphy, 51, is a self-taught 
paleontologist who runs a private 
paleo-outfitting business based in 
Billings. Prior to Tuesday’s hear-
ing, he repeated that he was eager 
to get his side of the story out but 
had been advised by his attorney 
not to do so at this time.
Mercer said the case was 
made possible through the efforts 
of the BLM’s lead investigator, 
Special Agent Tom Madsen, 42, 
who died as the investigation was 
coming to a close. Madsen suf-
fered a sudden illness.
“There really wouldn’t have 
been a case if he had not done the 
great work he did,” Mercer said. 
He added that Madsen “put his 
heart and soul into this.”
U.S. Magistrate Keith Strong 
initially refused to accept Mur-
phy’s plea, after Murphy said 
he made a “mistake” in not ac-
curately mapping where fossils 
were recovered, said assistant 
U.S. Attorney Jessica Fehr, who 
prosecuted the case.
After speaking with his attor-
ney, Mike Moses, Murphy clari-
fied that pinpointing the exact lo-
cation of fossil finds is standard 
scientific procedure and that he 
did not do so in two instances.
“This was not a mistake,” Fehr 
said. “If this was merely a mis-
take, it would not be sufficient 
for a criminal charge.”
In pleading guilty to theft of 
government property, Murphy 
admitted to acting with “willful 
ignorance or blindness” — mean-
ing he knew his actions risked 
violating the law but he chose to 
ignore that fact.
The government’s offer of 
proof noted Murphy had a similar 
run-in with authorities in 1994. 
He was found to have removed 
a dinosaur nicknamed “Elvis” 
from BLM land without a permit, 
but no charges were filed.
AssociAted Press
Paleontologist admits 
to dino fossil theft
Kaimin says:
Intramural sports rock
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Will Freihofer
Montana KaiMin
RIGHT: After last year’s 1976 Games, Team Thunder Thighs shows off its win-
nings: a briefcase containing $1,976 and four season passes to Winter Park Colo., 
the host Mountain.  
ABOVE: Team Thunder Thighs, from left “Evil” Kyle Harris, Kate McChesney, 
Abe Jinrich, and Ben Stonebraker, wave politely during last year’s Red Bull 1976 
Games in Winter Park, Colo.  After taking top honors at last year’s event the 
team will return to defend its title at the 2009 games this weekend.
Photo courtesy of Ben Ramsey
Courtesy photo
Besides fresh snow, the best 
way for a mountain to attract a 
crowd of young skiers has always 
been to give them an excuse to 
dress and act like idiots. Throw in 
the opportunity to win a briefcase 
full of cash, and a hit event is al-
most guaranteed. 
Such seems to be the formula 
for a unique skiing competition 
set to kick off at Colorado’s Cop-
per Mountain this weekend. The 
Red Bull 1976 Games, now in its 
second year, will bring 20-some 
four-skier teams to the resort to 
compete in a variety of events for 
the coveted grand prize: a brief-
case stuffed with $1,976 in single 
bills and four season passes to 
Copper Mountain.
Returning to the games with 
hopes of defending their collec-
tive crown are last season’s cham-
pions, a group of Missoula skiers 
and students who came together a 
year ago to win Montana its first 
mid-seventies-themed ski com-
petition victory. Team Thunder 
Thighs, comprised of Abe Jinrich, 
Ben Stonebraker, Kyle Harris and 
Adam Tutski, is returning to this 
year’s festivities with plenty of 
swagger following success last 
spring. 
“Perhaps this year we’ll have 
some real competition,” said Har-
ris, who graduated from UM with 
a degree in business administra-
tion management last December. 
Harris, who’ll be flying to Colora-
do from his current home in Nash-
ville, Tenn., said he plans to ski in 
the weekend’s events despite suf-
fering a recently broken rib. 
“I’m wrapping it and riding,” 
he said. 
The weekend’s lineup will in-
clude a snow-blade race, a leisure 
suit fashion show and an “old-
school air” competition. There 
are further awards for best cos-
tume and best “team mojo,” with 
the structure aimed to reward the 
team best blending on-snow per-
formance with overall disco-era 
authenticity, according to UM 
junior Kyle McCann. A business 
marketing major at UM, Mc-
Cann worked with Red Bull to ar-
‘Thunder Thighs’ to defend ski title in retro competition
range last year’s team’s trip to the 
games and will be traveling with 
the current squad to Colorado for 
the event. 
“I’m strictly a coach,” said 
McCann. Team Thunder Thighs 
has been doing its homework in 
preparation for the games, he said, 
putting together appropriate ski-
wear and reading ‘70s ski manu-
als. “They’ve been doing their re-
search trying to keep it vintage,” 
McCann said.
The team will face plenty of 
competition after making the trek 
south down the Rockies. Seven 
resorts around the country, rang-
ing in location from New Mexico 
to Indiana, held qualifying events 
earlier this season. The top three 
teams from each will join Team 
Thunder Thighs at Copper Moun-
tain for the final event, each with 
its sights set on the same brief-
case.
At the risk of getting ahead 
of himself, Stonebraker, Thunder 
Thighs captain, said he’s already 
budgeted for his expected week-
end winnings.
“I’m gonna go to the den-
tist and have the old chompers 
cleaned,” Stonebraker said. “Any 
money left over after that is going 
toward a puppy.” 
william.freihofer@umontana.edu
If all goes according to plan, Missoula 
should look greener — or at least a lot clean-
er — by the time Earth Week rolls around.
The Clark Fork Coalition hosts its sixth 
annual river cleanup Saturday along a sev-
en-mile stretch of the Clark Fork River, the 
largest event of many separate group efforts 
aiming to give back to the earth the day be-
fore environmental awareness week swings 
into gear.
Cleanup participants will meet at the 
Caras Park Pavilion between 9 and 10 a.m. 
to receive river section assignments, direc-
tions and garbage bags. The volunteers will 
then fan out to different stretches, picking 
up waste along the riverbanks.
The Clark Fork Coalition’s executive 
director Karen Knudsen said the cleanup 
not only helps maintain a healthy ecosys-
tem along the river, it also fosters a sense of 
community.
“It’s a great way to connect to the river 
and to other people,” Knudsen said. “We 
have families, schools, businesses and civic 
groups all out here working together.
Envirocon and the Dennis and Phyllis 
Washington Foundation are sponsoring the 
function. Once the effort wraps up, work-
ers will haul the trash back to Caras Park 
where another sponsor, REI, will transport 
the material to be recycled. Event organizers 
are also providing free shuttles to and from 
the work sites. 
Coordinators are including free coffee 
and doughnuts to volunteers at the pavilion 
before they set out, plus a free barbeque at 
the site following the event.
The campaign has grown since its in-
ception in 2004. If the weather cooperates, 
Knudsen said, the drive should attract le-
gions of helpers again this year.
“Last year it was beautiful and we had 
about 500 people come out,” Knudsen said.
A big turnout would thrill the directors, 
but this year there’s something else for the 
coalition to celebrate.
Last March, workers opened a breach 
in the Milltown Dam — a Superfund site 
since 1981. The opening was a major step 
in a removal process that began in Novem-
ber 2007 and set the table for the expected 
full elimination of the dam’s main structure 
within the next two years.
According to the group’s development 
director Stacy Senterfeit, its members are 
still basking in the glow of the coup and 
hope to use the cleanup to further increase 
local environmental standards.
“We are all excited to have the river flow-
ing free again,” Senterfeit said in CFC press 
release. “This is a great opportunity to con-
tribute to the continuing health of the com-
munity.”
The organization is also hoping to secure 
donations and induce businesses to sponsor 
its effort to protect what Knudsen and the 
coalition see as the community’s central ar-
tery.
“The river is vital to our lives,” Knudsen 
said. “It’s a ribbon of life, really. It serves as 
a source for our drinking water, a swimming 
hole and gives us water for our crops. It’s 
the backbone of the local economy.”
The timing of the event is no coincidence. 
Saturday is Clark Fork River Day, a holiday 
created by Missoula’s City Council in 2005 
to honor the river’s role as the watery heart 
of Missoula. Saturday is also Earth Service 
Day, with four other green-themed volun-
teer opportunities around the area.
The university’s Natural Areas Integrated 
Plant Management Program is spearhead-
ing the Mount Sentinel Prairie Restoration, 
which runs from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. People 
willing to pull weeds and pick up trash on 
the mountain should meet at the Mount Sen-
tinel trailhead at 9:30 a.m.
Other opportunities include: from 1:30 
p.m. to 2:30 p.m., the UM Facilities Ser-
vices department is hosting the Dumpster 
Dive, where volunteers will sort recyclables 
at the UM recycle shed behind Washington-
Grizzly stadium; the PEAS farm on Duncan 
Earth week will begin early with Saturday volunteering
Matt McLeod
Montana KaiMin
See CLARK FORK, page 10
In the meantime, there is one thing every-
one can do:
“Pray for good weather,” Watson said.
Watson’s group, Greening UM, has a new 
Web site, which was slated to be up and run-
ning Tuesday with a full Earth Week sched-
ule, complete with details and contacts. As of 
press time Tuesday night, however, the site 
was not yet functioning. For archived infor-
mation, log onto the old Web site at www.
umt.edu/greeningum.
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu
Drive in the Rattlesnake is looking for peo-
ple willing to make compost from 2 p.m. to 
5 p.m.; and officials at Lowell Elementary 
School are also calling for volunteers to help 
plant a new garden on its premises.
For brave souls yearning for a taste of all 
the action, Environmental Studies professor 
Vicki Watson is heading an “ecopentathlon.” 
Watson and a team of helpers will meet at 9 
a.m. at the Kim Williams Trail near the Van 
Buren Street Bridge to cycle from event to 
event, working about an hour at each.
Watson said members of the mobile work 
crew should bring a bike, helmet, water bottle 
and work gloves. Free t-shirts will be avail-
able while supplies last. Ready to pound the 
pavement for the ecopentathlon? Be ready 
for a challenge, Watson warned.
“Riding the bikes to each event makes for 
a pretty long day,” Watson said. “We only get 
about a dozen [ecopentathletes] each year.”
Her tentative plan is to start with the Clark 
Fork cleanup, head up the slopes of Mount 
Sentinel after that, then stop at the recycling 
shed before finishing up at the PEAS farm. 
She said if there is time, part of the crew 
might also help out at Lowell Elementary.
After all the hard work, Watson and her 
team can join the rest of the volunteers and 
kick back and enjoy themselves.
The Earth Service Day Dance will book-
end the campaigns and festivities upstairs 
at the Union Hall from 7:30 p.m. to 11 p.m. 
The Missoula Folklore Society is hosting the 
hoedown, which will feature live music and 
country folk dancing. General admission is 
$8, with a dollar knocked off the price for 
each hour a worker spends volunteering at 
any of the five service functions. Kids under 
14 get in for free.
Sunday marks the first day of Earth Week, 
which opens with the Missoula Urban Demon-
stration Project’s Earth Celebration, a sustain-
ability festival in Caras Park that afternoon.
Watson said whether it’s paying to attend 
the dance, visiting an Earth Week celebra-
tion or lending a hand on Earth Service Day, 
participating is a good way to tip your cap to 
Mother Nature.
“Everything we get comes from the 
earth,” Watson said. “It’s good to give back.”
Outdoors
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Laura Bender and David Mutch wait in line at the Outdoor Program’s sale in the UC on Tuesday.  “The sale this year is fantastic,” said sale worker 
Lee Metzgar.  “People are waiting in line for around 45 minutes.” The Outdoor Program will collect 15 percent of the sale price. 
Alisia Muhlestein/Montana Kaimin
An outstanding saleCLARK FORKContinued from page 9
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Clark Fork Coalition (Clark Fork Cleanup)
online: www.clarkfork.org
telephone: 542-0539
UM Natural Areas Integrated Plant Management Program 
(Mount Sentinel Prairie Restoration)
online: www.umt.edu/sentinel/volunteer.htm
email: umt.restoration@gmail.com
Lowell Elementary School (school garden planting)
email: lbeczkiewicz@wmmhc.org
telephone: 532-9865
UM Facilities Services (Dumpster Drive)
online: www.facs.umt.edu
telephone: 243-2788
Vicki Watson (Ecopentathlon)
email: vicki.watson@umontana.edu
telephone: 243-5153
Missoula Urban Demonstration Project (Earth Celebration)
online: www.mudproject.org
telephone: 721-7513
The Missoula Folklore Society (Earth Day Dance)
online: www.montanafolk.org
For more info on Saturday’s events:
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GREAT FALLS — A 
37-year-old Great Falls woman 
is accused of driving her son 
and his friends around the city 
as the teens stole items from 
cars.
Police learned about the 
case Saturday morning when 
the woman’s husband called 
authorities to report he found 
a pile of stuff in his back yard 
that he suspected had been 
stolen. Court records say over 
$3,000 in items were stolen, in-
cluding a set of golf clubs and 
power tools.
Lisa Dilley is charged with 
accountability to theft and ac-
countability to criminal tres-
pass to a vehicle, along with 
endangering the welfare of 
children.
Two 18-year-olds, Justin 
Julian and Julie Surratt, also 
face the accountability charges. 
Five juveniles were arrested 
in the case, including Dilley’s 
16-year-old son.
Mom accused of driving 
son to break into cars
AssociAted Press
HELENA — The Montana 
Supreme Court will hear argu-
ments Friday in the case of a 
woman who lost a court bat-
tle with her former same-sex 
partner over parental rights.
A state judge last October 
ruled against Barbara Mani-
aci, following what attorneys 
for both sides called Mon-
tana’s first same-sex parental 
rights trial.
Maniaci is appealing the 
judge’s ruling that Maniaci’s 
former partner, Michelle Kul-
stad, is a legal parent to two 
children — a 9-year-old boy 
and a 5-year-old girl — ad-
opted by Maniaci. The judge 
awarded Kulstad joint custody 
and decision-making author-
ity over the children’s educa-
tion, health care and “spiritual 
upbringing.”
Maniaci’s attorneys say 
their client is now married to a 
man, and that she and her hus-
band are entitled to raise their 
children the way they see fit.
“The fundamental rights of 
parents to raise children the 
way they see fit should not be 
threatened by the wishes and 
desires of a legal stranger,” 
said Austin R. Nimocks, se-
nior legal counsel for the con-
servative Alliance Defense 
Fund, who will argue Mania-
ci’s appeal.
“Fit parents have the right 
and duty to raise their chil-
dren, and the U.S. Supreme 
Court and Montana Supreme 
Court have repeatedly upheld 
that right. Granting acquain-
tances and roommates paren-
tal rights over the objections 
of fit parents is a very danger-
ous precedent,” Nimocks said 
Tuesday in an e-mail to The 
Associated Press.
Attorney Betsy Griffing of 
Missoula, legal director for 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Montana, will argue 
on behalf of Michelle Kulstad.
“We demonstrated there 
is a parental relationship be-
tween Michelle and the chil-
dren,” Griffing said Tuesday 
in an AP telephone interview.
“Barbara is claiming that 
her parental rights are abso-
lute,” Griffing said. “We ar-
gue that it must be balanced 
against the constitutional 
rights of the children and the 
constitutional rights of the 
other parent.”
The state Supreme Court 
will travel to Missoula Friday 
to hear oral arguments at the 
University of Montana.
Montana same-sex parental rights ruling appealed
AssociAted Press
CHANDLER, Ariz. — An 
18-year-old high school stu-
dent caught with his 48-year-
old math teacher in her bed-
room was stabbed to death by 
her boyfriend, who was him-
self a former student of hers, 
police said Tuesday.
Chandler police said 
20-year-old Sixto Balbuena 
told them he never meant to 
kill Samuel Valdivia. He al-
legedly told police “the blade 
went in like going into but-
ter” and that he just wanted to 
show Valdivia how much he 
hurt him by sleeping with Ta-
mara Hofmann.
Balbuena, a Navy sailor on 
leave from California, was ar-
rested on a charge of second-
degree murder after police 
found him covered in blood 
and told them about the kill-
ing. He remained jailed in lieu 
of $100,000 bond on Tuesday 
and did not yet have a lawyer.
Balbuena found his girl-
friend naked and Valdivia in 
his boxer shorts in the wom-
an’s bedroom around 2:40 
a.m. Friday, according to po-
lice reports and court docu-
ments.
Balbuena told police that 
Valdivia apologized to him be-
fore Balbuena began kicking, 
punching and throwing things 
at him, according to a police 
probable cause statement.
Police said Balbuena told 
them he “wanted to teach the 
victim a lesson,” and stabbed 
him in the lower side with a 
kitchen knife, according to the 
court document. Valdivia later 
died at a hospital.
He also threw Hofmann to 
the floor jumped on top of her 
and demanded to know how 
long she had been cheating on 
him, according to the docu-
ment.
Police said Hofmann taught 
Valdivia math at El Dorado 
High School in Chandler and 
was also Balbuena’s teacher 
when he attended Marcos de 
Niza High School in Tempe.
A call to both schools was 
not immediately returned 
Tuesday. Hofmann’s phone 
number is unlisted.
Balbuena is the one who 
called 911. He told officers 
he felt remorse for stabbing 
Valdivia after seeing him ly-
ing on the floor struggling to 
breathe, police said.
Police spokesman Sgt. Joe 
Favazzo said Hofmann is be-
ing investigated for potential 
misconduct relative to her in-
volvement with Valdivia.
A 2006 Chandler police re-
port obtained by The Associ-
ated Press on Tuesday shows 
that police suspected Hof-
mann of having a sexual rela-
tionship with a then-17-year-
old Balbuena.
Both Hofmann and Bal-
buena denied being in a sexual 
relationship, and police closed 
the case.
Student killed in love triangle involving teacher
AssociAted Press
www.montanakaimin.com
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for 
advertisements which are placed in the 
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their 
best judgement and investigate fully any 
offers of employment, investment or re-
lated topics before paying out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed 
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can 
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepay-
ment is required. Ads may be placed at 
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email: 
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
LOST OR FOUND
Lost: Black and hot pink softball mitt @ 
Riverbowl fields. Reward. (406) 431-0023 
Emily
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 min. from Missoula. 
$44-66 night Rock Creek Cabins 251-6611
Five Bedroom Duplex, garbage and water 
paid, private parking, washer/dryer, near 
University. $1200 plus dep. Call 493-1942.
Rooms available in remodeled fraternity 
house from May 15th to August 1st. 
Close to U on Gerald and University Ave. 
$350/month w/ small deposit. Includes 
all utilities inc cable and internet. Call 
MREM at 406-541-6468 or visit www.
millenniumrem.com.
“LOVE:   The irresistible desire to be irresistibly 
desired.”   ~Mark Twain
HELP WANTED
Entrepreneurs! International Food Science 
Co. expanding in Montana. Great income, 
potential PT. Presentation: April 24th, 
7:30PM, Wingate Inn, 5252 Airway Blvd. 
Reserve your seat now! Call 273-4223. 
Help paint and remodel 542-0777
Network and systems administrator. 
Missoula web hosting company seeks 
experienced admin to help manage our 
24/7 infrastructure.  Must have Juniper, 
Cisco, and Linux expertise.  Info:  modwest.
com/jobs.  Submit your resume to:  jobs@
modwest.com
PERSONALS
Don’t want to have a tobacco habit after 
graduation? Curry can help. 243-2809 
Room 112
Counseling and Psychological Services. 
Call for an appointment.  243-4711
SERVICES
Basic Wildland Fire Training, May 17-20. 
For info or to pre-register, call 543-0013.
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student 
discount. Downtown at 136 East Broadway. 
Computer Central, 542-6540.
Computer Problem? Free Diagnosis! Free 
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call 
Computer Solutions. 721-4592
Curb Trader’s Bazaar in downtown 
Hamilton.  Buy, sell, trade clothes 
of Vintage Retro and contemporary 
wearables, funky art/furniture.  363-0872
MISCELLANEOUS
Have a cute, ugly, tiny, big or talented 
pet? Enter the Wag not Drag pet contest 
brought to you by Curry. To enter, post 
photos of your pet to our Facebook page 
search for “Wag not Drag” or email to 
healthed@umontana.edu. Must come to 
event April 29th on the Oval to win. 
Have you been chosen for a chance to win 
a Flip Video? Check your umontana email 
for the subject line “UM Tobacco Survey” 
to see if you’ve been selected. 
“To live without loving is to not really live.”~Moliere
receive in federal tax cuts.
But Senate President Bob 
Story, R-Park City, said the bill is 
passable even though it would be 
nice to have more time to work on 
it.
“I know not everyone is happy 
with the way that it came out,” 
Story said. 
Sen. Joe Balyeat, R-Bozeman, 
said he would vote against the 
stimulus bill, not because of the 
contents but because it is bad na-
tional policy.
“There’s nothing but a hole in 
the ground,” Balyeat said. “We’re 
going to pass our children the 
greatest national debt ever imag-
inable.
Since the Senate amended the 
stimulus bill, it will need to go 
back to the House for approval. 
It is highly likely the House will 
vote down the amendments, send-
ing the stimulus bill into a confer-
ence committee, which is a joint 
committee of senators and repre-
sentatives charged with hashing 
out disagreements. 
molly.priddy@umontana.edu
The fee would be optional. If stu-
dents vote for the fees, then the 
increases go before the Board of 
Regents for final approval.
Even though the ASUM Sen-
ate voted to exclude the Mont-
PIRG fee from the ballot, the 
rules stipulate that an organiza-
tion can still get its measure on 
the ballot if it collects signatures 
from at least 5 percent of fee-pay-
ing students.
According to ASUM Vice 
President Siri Smillie, that equals 
about 600 signatures, while 
MontPIRG reportedly has col-
lected around 1,400.
Senators raised several objec-
tions to the presence of Mont-
PIRG’s fee on the ballot, Smilie 
said. First among them was that 
MontPIRG wanted the fee to be 
refundable, meaning if a student 
objected to what MontPIRG did, 
he could go to the organization 
and ask for his $5 back.
Smillie said this is simply not 
part of the rules, but that a fee can 
be opt-in or opt-out.  
Other objections centered on 
the nature of the issues Mont-
PIRG takes on and whether the 
university could find itself in 
legal hot water if one side of an 
issue seems to be getting prefer-
ential treatment on campus.
And finally, senators were 
concerned that this would set a 
precedent for organizations of all 
stripes to try and get some money 
through this process.
Smillie also noted that, in a 
“political move,” the Board of 
Regents had voted to take away 
a similar fee for MontPIRG in 
2004 and again will have the final 
say on this action. Smillie said 
that, at the time, some members 
of the Board disagreed with the 
stance MontPIRG had taken on 
several issues.
ASUM is now looking at 
MontPIRG’s petition to make 
sure it has the right number of 
fee-paying students, and Smillie 
said ASUM plans to work with 
the organization on the nature of 
its fee if it is to go to a vote in the 
general election.
“We’re still in a conversation 
with MontPIRG on an agreement 
on the structure of the fee in a 
way that makes it something ev-
eryone can work with,” she said.
mark.page@umontana.edu
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very different skills and experienc-
es,” Brown said. “And that allows 
us to have a real choice as to who 
will be the best fit for the school at 
the best time.”
The dean search committee for 
the School of Fine Arts is still col-
lecting feedback because the last 
candidate gave his presentation 
this week. The search is in the last 
phase of “research mode,” accord-
ing to Peggy Kuhr, chair of the 
committee and dean of the School 
of Journalism. The committee may 
be ready to meet with Engstrom 
as early as next week, although it 
may need more time, Kuhr said. 
It will be important to select 
someone who can help the School 
of Fine Arts transition into the 
planned College of Performing 
and Visual Arts, she said. 
The School of Fine Arts con-
tenders have been whittled down 
to three after Daniel Guyette, 
who was recently named the new 
Dean of the College of Fine and 
Performing Arts at Western Wash-
ington University, withdrew from 
the search process. The candidates 
are:
—Charlie Oats, a UM alumnus 
and faculty member at the Univer-
sity of California-San Diego, who 
completed three years as the chair 
of the Department of Theatre and 
Dance last June; 
—Rollin Potter, who has served 
as Dean of the College of Fine Arts 
and Communication at the Univer-
sity of Central Arkansas in Con-
way, Arkansas, since 2004;
—Stephen Kalm, interim dean 
for UM’s School of Fine Arts since 
2008, who came to the university 
as an assistant professor of music 
in 1994.
The previous dean of the 
School of Fine Arts, Shirley How-
ell, retired last spring and had held 
the position since summer 1999.  
For more information about 
each of the candidates and the se-
lection process, go to www.umt.
edu/lawdean and www.umt.edu/
fineartsdean. 
allison.maier@umontana.edu 
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